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Current Motivational Theories at a Time 
of Global Change and Uncertainty 

CUR RENT MOT IVATIONAL  THEOR IESCOMPLEX GLOB AL  ENVIRONMENT



Implication for Research

M O D E LI N G  S O C I O C U LT U R A L 

I N T E R A C TI O N S  W I T H  R E LE VA N C E  

A P P R A I S A L  P R O C E S S  A N D  

R E LE VA N C E  F O R  U N D E R S TA N D I N G

• Student are more motivated by connecting 

what they learn in school to intrinsic than 

extrinsic goals.

• Relevance to personal interest and task 

value beliefs than career relevance.

• Having student think creatively about the 

possible connections between lessons 

and the “real world”

• Societal changes can influence what 

students feel as relevant and should be 

considered when determining what is 

educationally relevant

N E E D - B A S E D  P E R S P E C TI V E  O N  

( D E ) M O TI VA T I N G  TE A C H I N G  

G R O U N D E D  I N  S E LF -

D E TE R M I N AT I O N  TH E O R Y

• Teaching motivational style

• In a circumplex model (or teaching 

wheel)

• Attuning approach

• Guiding teachers

U N D E R S TA N D I N G  LO N G -  T E R M  

I N T E R V E N TI O N  E F FE C TS  O N  

M O T I VAT I O N  I N TE R V E N T I O N S  I N  A  

C H A N G I N G  W O R LD

• Value Affirmation (VA) intervention

• Utility Value (UV) intervention

• When students make it a habit to 

reflect on the value placed on their 

education their able to maintain 

interest in the new course material 

which occurs through multiple 

processes over time.



Social Belonging
SOCIA L BEL ONG ING COMPL EX  DYN AMIC  SYSTEM APP ROACH



Contextual Elements
that Impact Motivation
ROL E  OF PARENTS IM PACT OF  IMMI GRAT I ON



Supporting Motivation in Collaborative Learning 

POSITIVE DISCIPLINARY 

ENGAGEMENT (PDE) CASE STUDY HIGHLIGHTS



School Alienation, Motivation, and Behavior

DOMAINS OF SCHOOL 

ALIENATION (SAL)
KEY FINDINGS/ADVICE

• Alienation compounds over time

• Leads to disruptive behaviors

• Alienation 

from classmates not as prevalant in

students experiencing 

SAL in other domains

ONE YEAR STUDY



Motivation and Role of a Migration Background

MULTI-YEAR 

INTERVENTION
KEY FINDINGS

• Intervention did not greatly impact 

self-determination or self-concept 

in math

• "Nonsignificant effect" of 

intervention between non-migrant 

and migrant students

• Migrant background students had 

higher levels of all motivation types 

(intrinsic, extrinsic)

RESEARCH QUESTIONS



Connection To 
Practice



"Through collaborative competence-

building experiences, 

supported by peers and teachers, 

my passion for learning developed, 

making me feel both fulfilled as an 

individual learner and connected 

within a community of knowledge 

seekers. My personal experiences 

echo the research findings our 

team has analyzed."





Relevancy



Relevancy



Recommendations
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